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Dear Sir,
We would like to thank Dr. Sabour for his objective observation about our paper entitled ''Application of objective clinical human reliability analysis (OCHRA) in assessment of technical performance in laparoscopic rectal cancer surgery'' [1, 2] . We read his comments with interest.
Our study used a standard methodology, applying an error identification system to a series of recorded laparoscopic rectal surgery procedures and comparing the frequency of identified technical errors with the pathologist's score of the quality of the resection specimen. The choice of statistical methods in our paper was based on professional statistical input which applied a similar approach as in several similar published studies, and is an approach which we believe to be valid. However, as we are currently in the process of finalising a follow-up study on the topic, we will consider applying Sabour's proposed statistical approach in a comparative appraisal of our new findings.
We are most grateful to Dr. Sabour for his interest our study.
Compliance with ethical standards
Conflict of interest The authors declare that they have no conflict of interest.
Ethical approval Ethical approval is not required for this paper.
Informed consent For this type of study formal consent is not required.
